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tions of working-men or farmers whose claims determine, to a large degree, the world-policy of this or that Power. The same evolution is taking place throughout the world, and a people which fails to recognize the growing importance of financial, commercial and industrial interests in international relations is fated to be left behind in the international race. The first obligation of the modern diplomatist is to acquaint himself with the economic facts, determining the political aspirations and the social organization of the country to which he is accredited. For the eloquent idioms and generalizing formulas of the old diplomacy is substituted today the precise language of the counting-room. A diplomatic instrument is no longer read in its spirit, it is scrutinized to the letter. Woe to the partner to an agreement who has forgotten to define, with legal definiteness, the possible points which the shifting course of events may raise in the interpretation of the Treaty ! Thus the numerous germs of conflict latent in the Franco-German Treaty of 1911 are due to the fact that French Foreign Office negotiators have not yet completely assimilated the business methods that prevail at the Wilhelmstrasse. They continue to follow the French habit of securing the recognition by their opponents of the general principles that are regarded as essential, and in neglecting the material and concrete application of those principles. In the Treaty just mentioned, it would be possible to point out half a dozen instances of ambiguities or omissions calculated to endanger the peace of Europe. But this Treaty has been cited solely as a typical modern case. From the point of view of the science of international relations, the Franco-German negotiations of 1911 are one with the Trans-Iranian projects of the Triple Entente, one with the still uncon-duded negotiations respecting the construction of the Baghdad Railway, one with the Italian expedition to Tripoli, and one with the problem of a Servian outlet to the sea; behind the facade of Government, financial considerations,